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Research College (Kolleg-Forschergruppe, KFG)
“The Transformative Power of Europe”

The Kolleg-Forschergruppe (KFG) "The Transformative 
Power of Europe", directed by Prof. Dr. Tanja A. Börzel 
and Prof. Dr. Thomas Risse, examines the role of the 
EU as promoter and recipient of ideas, analyzing the 
mechanisms and eff ects of international and external 
diff usion processes in two research areas: (1) the EU and 
Regional Institutions in Latin America, Africa, the Middle 
East and Asia, and (2) Europe and the EU as Recipients of 
Diff usion. The Kolleg-Forschergruppe (KFG) is a funding 
program launched by the German Research Foundation 
(Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft – DFG) in 2008. As 
a Research College, it is intended to provide a scienti-
fi cally stimulating environment for innovative research 
within a small group of senior and junior researchers. A 
centerpiece of the KFG is the invitation of national and 
international guest scholars working on the diff usion 
of ideas as well as the promotion of junior researchers 
through (post) doc fellowships.

Coffee Break

| Policy Domains III:  Infrastructure and 
Transport

“One can only shake one’s head. All these 
things are much better … without any 
High Authority”: Epistemic Communities 
and Institutional Path Dependencies in the 
‘Transition’ of Infrastructure Governance 
in Postwar Europe
Christian Henrich-Franke (Siegen)

Continuity and Discontinuity in the 
Governance of Rhine-Navigation from the 
Interwar to the post-1945 Period
Guido Thiemeyer (Düsseldorf, unable to attend; 
paper will be circulated and discussed)

Discussant: Johan Schot (SPRU/University of 
Sussex)

15.30-16.00

16.00-17.30



Registration

Welcome 
Tanja Börzel (Berlin), Thomas Risse (Berlin)

Introduction
Kiran Klaus Patel (Maastricht/Berlin)

| Modes of Governance I

Statesmen of Independence: Shaping 
the Grammar of International Political 
Legitimacy
Antoine Vauchez (Paris)

The Court of the Future Made Up By Judges 
of the Past: The European Court of Human 
Rights as a Continuation of Interwar Law 
and Politics
Mikael Rask Madsen (Copenhagen)

Discussant: Christian Joerges (Berlin/Bremen)

Coffee Break

| Modes of Governance II

Continuities in Institutional Concepts, 
Design and Practices: From the Shipping 
Commissariat to the European Coal and 
Steel Community
Wolfram Kaiser (Portsmouth/Berlin)

From Universalism to Europeanism? 
Continuities and Change between the 
League of Nations and the Economic 
Commission for Europe
Vincent Lagendijk (Maastricht)

Discussant: Tanja Börzel (Berlin)

Coffee Break

| The ILO as a Bridge from the Interwar  
to the Postwar Era

Europe as an International 
Organizations’ Project
Sandrine Kott (Geneva)

Manpower and Economic Integration 
from the ILO to the European 
Communities (1919-1957)
Lorenzo Mechi (Padova)

Discussant: Hartmut Kaelble (Berlin)

| War-time Networks and their Impact 
on Postwar Cooperation

The London Moment: The Impact of 
Transnational Collaboration of 
Governments-in-Exile during the Second 
World War in 20th Century European 
History
Julia Eichenberg (Berlin)

Why Call It an Economic Community in 
the First Place? Ideological Continuities 
and Institutional Design of Postwar 
European Organizations
Antonin Cohen (Paris)

Discussant: Kiran Klaus Patel (Maastricht/Berlin)

Thursday – October 23, 2014
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12.30-13.00

13.00-13.10

13.10-13.30

13.30-15.00

15.00-15.30

15.30-17.00

17.00-17.15

17.15-18.45

9.00-10.30

the transformative power of europe

10.30-11.00

11.00-12.30

12.30-14.00

14.00-15.30

Coffee Break

| Policy Domains I: Trade and the 
Postal Sector

A Socialist Economics of Peace from 
Versailles to Rome: Continuities in
French Socialist and German Social 
Democratic Policies on Customs Unions
and Trade Liberalization, 1918-1958
Brian Shaev (Pittsburgh)

Mailing Europe: Continuities and 
Transformations through Plans to Build 
Europe on Postal Networks (1929-1959)
Léonard Laborie (Paris)

Discussant: Wolfram Kaiser (Portsmouth/Berlin)

Lunch Break

| Policy Domains II: Banking

Central Bankers and Central Banking 
in the Twentieth Century: Cooperation, 
Inflation and Networks’ Structure 
Frédéric Clavert (Paris), Emmanuel Mourlon-
Druol (Glasgow)

The BIS’s Role in Shaping the European 
Institutional Design: From the Gold 
Standard to the Marshall Plan
Arie Krampf (Tel Aviv)

Discussant: Barbara Fritz (Berlin)
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