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Moderation: Prof. Dr. Hans Diefenbacher, FEST

Economics as story-telling: the power and limitation of models

Economics likes to think of itself as a neutral, value-free science of rational calculations. Its models
are supposed to predict and guide in robust calculable ways. Prof Jackson challenges this view and
argues that economists have always been story-tellers. This doesn’t at all invalidate economics. But
it does mean we should scrutinise those stories very carefully. Whose stories are they? What do
they tell us about our worldviews and our sense of self? And what do they miss out in pursuit of

their happy (and sometimes tragic) endings?

Anmeldung

Aufgrund der begrenzten Teilnehmerzahl méchten wir Sie bitten, sich per E-Mail bei Herrn Perry
Oehmigen unter folgender Adresse anzumelden: conference@adelphi.de

Die Teilnahme an der Veranstaltung ist kostenfrei.
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Prof. Dr. Tim Jackson

Tim Jackson is Director of the Centre for the Understanding of Sustainable
Prosperity (CUSP). and Professor of Sustainable Development at the
University of Surrey in the UK. CUSP builds on Tim’s vison over three
decades to explore the moral, economic and social dimensions of
prosperity on a finite planet. He’s served as an advisor on sustainability to
numerous commercial, government and intergovernmental organisations.
Between 2004 and 2011, Tim was Economics Commissioner on the UK
Sustainable Development Commission, where his work culminated in the
publication of his controversial book Prosperity without Growth (Routledge
2009/2017). In 2016, he was awarded the Hillary Laureate for exceptional
international leadership. In addition to his academic work, Tim is an award-
winning dramatist with numerous radio-writing credits for the BBC.
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