
1 

Lake Urmia Restoration Committee 
Ministry of Energy of IRI 

Bahram Taheri 
bahramtaheri1011@yahoo.com 

 
19th Reform Group Meeting, Salzburg ς September 1-5, 2014 
{Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ά/ŀǎǇƛŀƴ wŜƎƛƻƴ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎέ 

 
 

Looking Ahead, Lake Urmia Integrated 
Watershed Management with an Eye on Future 

Global Warming Impacts and Vulnerabilities 

mailto:bahramtaheri1011@yahoo.com
mailto:bahramtaheri1011@yahoo.com
mailto:bahramtaheri1011@yahoo.com


Figure  :    The 6 main basins in Iran and the 11 sub-basins 

in Uromiyeh Lake basin 
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Beneficiary states of the basin of Lake Urmia 

Kordestan 

East      

Azar-

Baijan 

West    

Azar-

Baijan 

Urmia Lake basin 
area of рм,876  
3% of the land 
area, the lake 

covers an area of 
approximately 
5,000 square 
kilometers 

Precipitation in the basin: 
From 250 mm to 1000 mm in the highlands 

areas 

Province 

Population (2012) Area 

Percent Person Percent Km 2 

East      

Azar-

Baijan 

52.7 2807440 42.7 20117.7 

West    

Azar-

Baijan 

42.6 2272306 46.1 21701.6 

Kordestan 4.7 251465 11.2 5284.9 

Total 100 5331212 100 47104.2 
Population and its distribution in Urmia lake basin



Latest status of water resources (rainfall and runoff) in the basin of Lake Urmia 

Parameters analyzed Total catchment Statistical period 

 
 
 

Precipitation 

 mm 

385 
Long-term average rainfall  

Year 

1994-95 

317 Recent 18-year average 
1995-96  to 2011-12  

-68 Difference 

 
 

Runoff stations leading to 

Lake Urmia 

MCM 

4939 
Long-term average runoff year 

1994-95 

2440 
Average runoff in the past 18  

years 
1995-96  to 2011-12  

-2499 Difference 

50% reduction in runoff, 17.6% reduction in rainfall 
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Variation of UrmiaLake Water Level
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Long series of total water resources  
   

Long-term potential of renewable water resources in the Lake Basin  MCM 



Lake Basin Water Resources 

 Surface and groundwater Potential of renewable water resources 

8.875 BCM   First Period (1955-2000) 
7.024 BCM   Second Period (2000-2014) 
Consumption in total basin 4.825 BCM 

Groundwater Consumption 
2.093 BCM 

Annual Agricultural Water  
Use 4.293BCM 

 
Urban & Industrial Use 

532MCM 

Surface water Consumption 
2.732 BCM 



Summary of Total Consumptions Lake Basin 

TOTAL 
MCM 

Agriculture 
MCM 

Industry 
MCM 

Drinking 
MCM 

Annual Water 
Consumption in the 

Lake Basin 

2733 2424 33 276 Surface water 

2092 1867 35 190 Groundwater 

4825 4291 68 466 TOTAL  MCM 

 for Irrigated   
500,000 ha =Area 
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VSignificant fall of the lakeôs water level 

V Increase in the lake water salinity 

VSalt and dust storms 

VConsiderable reduction in ecological functions of the lake 

VMicro-level climate change, tiny but important effects from global 

impacts, due to vulnerability 
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VDrought in the Region (Decreased precipitation, Increased Temperature ,é) 

VUnsustainable development  of  the Irrigated Lands 

VChanging Land Use  

VDam Construction 

VThe Cause Way 

VDifficulty in the economic development Plan 



Introduction 

2 Typical type of Salt Water Intrusion 
11 



Left, GW Watertable and at the Right, Cultivated Lands 

Irrigated Cultivation and Dried up Periphery 

12 



Seismotectonic Map 

13 



The Northeast Case Study 

Location of the Survey Area 
14 



The Northeast Case Study 

 Geomorphology of the Survey Area 15 



The Newest Case Study 

 Geological Information of the Survey Area 16 



The Northeast Case Study 

Location Map for Geophysical Measurement 17 



The Newest Case Study 

 Topography of the Bedrock of the Survey Area Based on 
Pisometric Wells 18 



The Northeast Case Study 

 Geophysical Results of Resistivity measurement 
ü Detection Fault Zone, Different Kind of Lithology and sediments is an 

important result in the Primary Geophysical Study 19 



 Conceptual model of Stratigraphy Deposits 

The Northeast Case Study 

20 



 Conceptual model of Stratigraphy Deposits 

The Northeast Case Study 
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 Conceptual model of Stratigraphy Deposits 

The Newest Case Study 
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Cross section deposits 

The Northeast Case Study 

23 



Cross section parallel to the Coast Line  

The Northeast Case Study 

24 



Probable Salt water 
Intrusion Zone 

The Newest Case Study 

The Important Result of Geophysical and 
HyroGeomorphological Interdisciplinary in Salt Water 

Intrusion Prediction Area 
25 



Actions & Plans 

for Restoration of 

The LU 
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2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

Stabilization Period 

Restoration Period 

Final Stage 

19th Reform Group Meeting, Salzburg - September 1-5, 2014 

Ecological Level 



Restoration of the Ecological Level 

Vision for 2023 

ĂĊùÿ½v 

May 2014 
  Level=1270.53      

Ăĉÿ½v 

  May 2002 
  Level=1274.50 m     19th Reform Group Meeting, Salzburg - 

September 1-5, 2014 



Schematic river basin lake, 15 Rivers 
Aji Chai 

Azarshahr 
Chai 

Ghaleh Chai 

Sofi  Chai 

Mardogh Chai 

Laylan Chai 

Zarineh rood 

Simineh rood 

Lake Urmia 

Zola Chai 

Nazlou Chai 

Rozeh Chai 

Shahr Chai 

Barandouz Chai 

Gadar Chai 

Mahabad Chai 



Location of 
major dams in 
operation 

Tajyar sarab 

Kordkandy 

Sarogh 

Sharchi Ghaleh chi 

Alaviyan 

Nahand 
Zola 

Mahabad 

Hasanlo 

Bokan 

Salmas 

  K orde sta n  P rovince  

 E .  A z a rba ija n  

 W. Az. Province 



Number of Dams and Regulated Water Resources 
Volume within Lake Urmia Basin  

Total Under Study Under Construction Under Operation Provinces 

Regulated 
Water 

Volume 
(MCM) 

No. Regulated 
Water 

Volume 
(MCM) 

No. Regulated 
Water 

Volume 
(MCM) 

No. Regulated 
Water 

Volume 
(MCM) 

No. 

771.6 73 123.1 8 332.3 3 316.2 62 East      

Azar-

Baijan 

2957.1 37 253.7 17 951.6 6 1751.8 14 West    

Azar-

Baijan 

222.3 7 136.3 6 86 1 Kordestan 

3951 117 513.1 31 1369.9 10 2068 76 Total 



Number of wells in Lake Urmia catchment 

Total Diesel Electric Semi-deep Deep Provinces 

52849 39857 12991 50331 2518 West   Azar-
Baijan 

31966 18426 13537 27506 4457 East  Azar-
Baijan 

2427 1268 1159 2426 1 Kordestan 

87242 59378 27863 80804 6438 TOTAL 

Discharge from wells in the Lake Basin  MCM 

Total Diesel Electric Semi-deep Deep Provinces 

1193 779 414 815 378 West   Azar-
Baijan 

790 329 461 311 479 East  Azar-
Baijan 

39 17 21 38 0.03 Kordestan 

2022 1124 897 1164 857 TOTAL 



Approved Plans in the Meeting of  4/29/2014 
 

1. Prevention of New water Consumption 
Project developments, especially in 
agricultural sector (No new water 

allocations) 



Approved Plans in the Meeting of  4/29/2014 
 

2. Prevention of unauthorized removal 
and consumption of surface water 

(Monitoring and Enforcement) 



19th Reform Group Meeting, Salzburg - 
September 1-5, 2014 

More than 16,000 pumps are pumping water from 
 the surface and groundwater resources, mostly unauthorized. 
2000 mobile pumps extract more then 100 MCM/Year alone. 

One critical effect of Energy Consumption on Water Resources 



Approved Plans in the Meeting of  4/29/2014 
 

3. No new dam construction projects, no new added 
irrigation schemes and water supply downstream of 
ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŘŀƳǎΩ ƭŀƪŜǎΣ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ Madani 
5ŀƳΩǎ ǊŜǎŜǊǾƻƛǊ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ 

releasing it to Lake Urmia. 



Locations of Dams 

19th Reform Group Meeting, Salzburg - 
September 1-5, 2014 

Total Under Study Under 
Construction 

Operational 

85 23 9 53 



Approved Plans 

4. Appropriation of funds to accelerate the 
river basin(s) water transfer to the Lake.  

5. Development and implementation of a 
comprehensive program of education, 

information sharing, public awareness and 
participation of local communities in 

order to explain the consequences of the 
current situation and the importance of 

restoration of the lake  

 



6. Organizing Lake Urmia .ŀǎƛƴΩǎ ǿŜƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ 
installation of smart meters and withdrawal 

volume control in order to increase river 
inflows to the Lake  

 

19th Reform Group Meeting, Salzburg - 
September 1-5, 2014 



 Water Withdrawals/year in MCM  

Deep 
Wells 

Semi-
Deep 

Electric Diesel Total 

MCM  829 1194 897 1124 2022 

# of 
Wells 

6,438 80,804 27,863 59,378 87,242 

19th Reform Group Meeting, Salzburg - 
September 1-5, 2014 



Approved Plans 

7. Transmission of treated waste  
water from the surrounding 
cities to the lake, through 

rivers  
 



Approved Plans 

8. Controlling and reducing water consumption in 
agriculture  

 - Reduction of 40% of the surface and groundwater 
ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άǿŀǘŜǊ ǊƛƎƘǘǎέ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
the next two years . 

 - Implementation of appropriate programs to increase 
productivity in the agricultural sector with the remaining 
60% of water by the Ministry of Agriculture  

 - Financing development of technologies and 
methodologies required to increase the water 
productivity (agriculture and industry) 

 



Approved Plans 

9Φ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ǇŀǊǘΣ 
islands, lagoons and wetlands 

10Φ tǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ [ŀƪŜ .ŀǎƛƴΩǎ [ŀƴŘ /ŀŘŀǎǘǊŜ  

 



Approved Plans 

11. Performance monitoring of the execution of approved 
plans by the government ministries and agencies 
through the Lake Urmia Restoration Commission  

12. The design and implementation of a comprehensive 
LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ²ŀǘŜǊ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ {ȅǎǘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ŀƪŜΩǎ 
Watershed and a DSS to that effect.  

13. Comprehensive study of the environmental effects of 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜΩǎ ŎŀǳǎŜǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƛǾŜ 
measures  

 



Then and Now 

 

http://www.geocreationism.com/images/lake_van_and_lake_urmia_chelys.jpg 
 



A Shared VISION between LU and GSL 
 

VGSL and LU are unique and complex ecosystems of regional 
and hemispherical importance. Sustainable use of their 
natural resources will ensure that the ecological health (e.g., 
water quality, shoreline condition, salinity, aquatic organisms, 
wildlife, wetlands), scenic attributes, extractive industries 
(e.g., minerals, brine shrimp, microorganisms), and recreation 
opportunities (e.g., bird watching, hunting, sailing) will be 
maintained into the future. Relevant authorities will 
coordinate, as necessary, to ensure that the management of 
these resources is based on a holistic view of the lake-wide 
ecosystemτincluding the use of adaptive management, as 
necessaryτto ensure long-term sustainability. Responsible 
ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ 
to the Public Trust. 

 



GSL Historic E-A Values 



Variations of LU Surface Area 

Curtsey of: N. Alizadeh et al 



Changes in 

Water 

Elevation and 

Area of the 

Lake between 

1976 and 2011  



Remarkable similarity Between the Sister Lakes 

50 km 

Feb 
1970 

July 
2000 

4300 km2                Area               5100 km2 
   4.4 m             Mean Depth              6 m 
1280 m                Elevation           1275 m 

     Both have causeways dividing them;  both have watersheds in 3 states  

41°N 37°N 



LU and GSL are both like flat Frying Pans 

 



Approved Plans 

14. Assessing the feasibility of 
ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ǎŀƭǘ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ŀƪŜΩǎ 

basin in compliance with 
environmental considerations 



0. 

сϠϐ аЪ 

ШІ϶ 

 ЬвϝЪϦ ϸжмϼ

 йϠϜϼмІ 

Changing of major  Ions  of brine to 3 new stages in wet, semi arid and 
arid conditions from 2007 to 2011 
During the time, sodium  concentrations have decreased compared to Mg 
ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ƘǳƎŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ IŀƭƛǘŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘŜŘ ƻƴ [ŀƪŜΩǎ 
periphery and bed. That is, sodium has passed from solution  phase to solid phase   
 



$1.946 

$651 
Aquaculture  
  (brine shrimp) 

Mining/Industrial 
 - magnesium 
 - potash 
 - titanium 

Recreation 
 - hunting   
 - bird watching 
 - boating, swimming   

$6800 

Economic Value of the Great Salt Lake ï $9.4 Billion (US) 
8% of the gross economic product  of the State of Utah 

(Makes people interested in the lake) 

(Bioeconomics 2012) 

(72%) 

(21%) 

(7%) 



Salt and Mineral  
Harvest 
$ 6800 Million 
   - magnesium (Mg) 
    - potash (KSO4) 
    - titanium (Ti) 
    - salt (NaCl) 

 
 

Jo-Ann Ordano © California Academy of Sciences 

Salt evaporation 
ponds 



Great Salt Lake  

Resources 

 
Recreation ($650 million)  

Hunting 

Boating 

Bird watching 

Swimming 



Brine Shrimp 
(Artemia franciscana) 

 

$650 million of total  

economic benefit 



Existence Values  
(Intangible values) 

If you have a sick child you love, you have to make sacrifices to save 
the child.   Who is going to make those sacrifices to save Lake Urmia? 



Additional Measures Suggested by the Lake Restoration Steering Committee   
(Approved on 6/ 29/ 2014)  

15Φ5ƛǊŜŎǘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ƻŦ ǊƛǾŜǊǎΩ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘƻ 
the remaining water body of the lake  
16. Identification of dust production 
sources and their stabilization  
17. Study and implementation of 
ecological priorities in the southern 
Lake Urmia National Park  



Connection of  
Simineh 
Gadar 

Mahabad 
Rivers 

Vast dissipation of 
Zarrineh River 

Before reaching the 
lake  

Sattelaite Image 
2014 

Water Losses Before Rivers Reach the Water Body 

19th Reform Group Meeting, Salzburg - 
September 1-5, 2014 



Slopes of the southern shores of the Lake 
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