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Content

This course will introduce the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development with focus on global governance mechanisms, key 
drivers/stakeholders, processes of broadening and deepening global 
dialogue on SDGs, and implementation of the 17 SDGs across different 
countries and regions. Students will prepare presentations on different 
SDGs and elaborate on various political opportunities, risks, and 
implementation challenges. The course will be taught online only.
Some students might find it convenient. If the Covid-19 situation and 
the travel schedule of the instructor allows - at least one session 
could be organised at the premises of Freie Universität Berlin 
(participation in this session, however, will not be mandatory).



Join from the meeting link
https://fu-berlin.webex.com/fu-berlin-en/j.php?MTID=m8d6d611a9f879b6fcda644e219419f02

Join by meeting number
Meeting number (access code): 2734 427 0719; Meeting password: cpNFDfX8P32

Tap to join from a mobile device (attendees only)
+49-619-6781-9736,,27344270719## Germany Toll; +49-89-95467578,,27344270719## Germany Toll 2

Join by phone
+49-619-6781-9736 Germany Toll; +49-89-95467578 Germany Toll 2
Global call-in numbers; Join from a video system or application
Dial 27344270719@fu-berlin.webex.com; You can also dial 62.109.219.4 and enter your meeting number.

WebEx meeting link

https://fu-berlin.webex.com/fu-berlin-en/j.php?MTID=m8d6d611a9f879b6fcda644e219419f02
mailto:27344270719@fu-berlin.webex.com
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Sessions in 2021, Wed. 10 a.m. ct to 12 noon
20.Oct1 Introduction to the concept of the course, sustainability concepts; 

discussion on expectations from students, hints to literature

27.Oct2 UN 2030 Agenda & 17 SDGs in the context of international 
cooperation and global megatrends: thematic/sectoral, country/region
and institutional focus; allocation of presentations & contributions

03.Nov UN system, SDGs and Paris Agreement (focus on actors and process) 

10.Nov SDG 13, UNFCCC COP 26 issues, proposals, process

17.Nov UNFCCC COP 26 outcomes, media analysis
24.Nov SDG 1 & 2 with case study country/region/inter. Organisation/NGOs

01.Dec SDG 3 & 4 with case study country/region/inter. Organisation/NGOs

08.Dec SDG 5 & 6 with case study country/region/inter. Organisation/NGOs
15. Dec. Classroom session at FU Berlin; 2030 Agenda case study countries

(1) Please take your decision to take or drop this course after this session and communicate this and i.a. deregister
(2) If you are unable to attend the session on Oct. 27, you may consider not to choose this course



Sessions in 2022, Wed. 10 a.m. ct to 12 noon

• 5. Jan SDG 7 & 8 with case study country/region/inter. Organisation/NGOs

• 12.Jan SDG 9 & 10 with case study country/region/inter. Organisation/NGOs

• 19. Jan SDG 11 & 12 with case study country/region/inter. Organisation/NGOs

• 26. Jan SDG 14 & 15 with case study country/region/inter. Organisation/NGOs

• 2. Feb. SDG 16 & 17 with case study country/region/inter. Organisation/NGOs

• 9. Feb. Germany‘s new government plan on climate action & SDGs

• 16. Feb Evaluation; term paper guidance



Sustainable Development: the cross-over 
concept

8Source:  Johann Dréo (2006), wikipedia (en).



9

Moir & Carter 2012, adapted from Seghezzo, 2009

Five Dimensional Model of Sustainability



Diagrammatic Representations
of Sustainability
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Moir & Carter 2012



11Environment: 6, 7, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15

Social 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 10, 16 Economic: 1, 8, 9



2030 Agenda: 17 SDGs & Five Ps
2030 Agenda as major global governance achievement (all 

193 UN member states agreed)

• balancing ecolological with social and

economic development

• universal  „one world“ approach

• merging global environmental (Rio process) 

with development agenda (MDG process)

• transformative character

• „leaving no one behind“

• UN steered process-oriented approach: 

169 targets, 232 (244) indicators SDGs 

• reference framework for development

cooperation projects world-wide and far beyond

* coherence with national policies envisaged

People, Planet, Prosperity, Peace & Partnership
These five key political messages (the 5 Ps) in the Preamble are based on an EU proposal



13



14

Planetary Boundaries (Rockström et al. 2009)

The green areas represent 

human activities that are 

within safe margins, the 

yellow areas represent human 

activities that may or may not 

have exceeded safe margins, 

the red areas represent human 

activities that have exceeded 

safe margins, and the gray 

areas with red question 

represent human activities for 

which safe margins have not 

yet been determined.

PBs are scientifically based

levels of human 

perturbation of the Earth 

System (ES) beyond which

the functioning of ES may

be substantially altered
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Pentagon Model Megatrends (Kuhn with
Magellos 2022).





Requirements for credits:
Leistungsschein, Teilnahmeschein
• You will get a ”Leistungsschein” for your 20 min presentation and subsequent submission 

of your presentation and written summary paper of 3000 words (minimum) until 31 
March 2022. 

• If you aim for a TN Schein only, you need to act twice as discussant, deliver a 
presentation or a commented literature review

• There is no globally unified credit system in EU. Credits depend on the regulations of 
your University. For OSI credits, please consult OSI study and examination regulations. 

• Please note that it is you who decides whether you would like to complete a 
"Teilnahmeschein" ( 3 ECTS) or a "Leistungsschein" (7 ECTS).

• https://www.polsoz.fu-
berlin.de/polwiss/studium/auslandsstudium/llp_erasmus/F_A_Q_/Incoming/ECTS-and-
Scheine/06.html

• Instructor does only apply OSI credit regulations (3 ECTS/7 ECTS), unless written 
agreement with Studienbuero is presented by the student
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https://www.polsoz.fu-berlin.de/polwiss/studium/auslandsstudium/llp_erasmus/F_A_Q_/Incoming/ECTS-and-Scheine/06.html


Regulations on Examinations (OSI Oct. 2021)

• Nicht bestandene Prüfungsversuche im Zeitraum vom 1.4.2020 bis zum 31.3.2022 gelten als nicht 
unternommen, d.h. der Prüfungsversuch wird nicht gezählt. Aus Gründen der Gleichbehandlung ist 
für Prüfungen im Zeitraum vom 15. bis zum 31.3.2020 eine analoge Anwendung von § 126b 
BerlHG vorzunehmen. Wenn der Tag der Prüfung bzw. der Tag der Abgabe einer schriftlichen Arbeit 
mithin im Zeitraum vom 15.3.2020 bis zum 31.3.2022 liegt, gelten nicht bestandene 
Prüfungsversuche als nicht unternommen. Gleiches gilt, wenn mindestens ein Tag des 
Bearbeitungszeitraums für eine schriftliche Arbeit im Zeitraum vom 15.3.2020 bis zum 
31.3.2022 liegt.

• Von der Regelung ausgenommen sind Prüfungsversuche, die aufgrund von Täuschung mit 
„nicht bestanden“ bewertet wurden. Ferner fallen die Nichtabgabe einer schriftlichen Arbeit 
oder das Versäumen eines bindenden Prüfungstermins ohne triftigen Grund ebenfalls nicht 
unter diese Regelung.

• Wenn ab dem 1.4.2020 eine Prüfung nicht bestanden, aber zwischenzeitlich einen erneuten und 
nun erfolgreichen Versuch unternommen haben, gilt die Regelung nicht, da Sie die Prüfung ja 
bestanden haben.

• Somit sind bitte für oben genannten Zeitraum keine 5,0 in Campus Management einzutragen, 
mit Ausnahme der von der Regelungen ausgenommenen.

• Diese Info ist bereits auf der betreffenden FU-Berlin.de Homepage sowie auf 
der fachbereichsinternen Homepage veröffentlicht.

https://gesetze.berlin.de/bsbe/document/jlr-HSchulGBE2011V27P126b
https://www.fu-berlin.de/sites/coronavirus/faq/studium/leistungsnachweise-hausarbeiten-pruefungen/index.html#faq_regelungen-pruefungen-pandemie
https://www.polsoz.fu-berlin.de/studium/entwicklungen-wegen-der-covid-19-pandemie/index.html#faq_Pruefungsangelegenheiten1

