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Seminar description: In	this	seminar,	we	will	seek	to	develop	concepts	for	understanding	war	
and	conflict	 in	 the	African	continent.	 So-called	 “weak	governance”	and	patrimonialism	have	
been	presented	as	the	main	reasons	for	war	and	conflict	in	different	African	countries,	while	
other	key	mechanisms	that	perpetuate	repressive	political	orders	and	poverty	are	being	erased.	
As	part	of	a	discursive	practice,	a	rather	one-sided,	non-reflecting	reading	is	being	produced	in	
different	university	curricula	around	the	world.	We	will	therefore	focus	on	the	role	of	capitalism	
and	neo-colonial	politico-economic	 structures	 in	 the	emergence	and	persistence	of	war	and	
conflict	 in	 the	 continent.	 Students	 will	 read	 texts,	 lead	 discussions	 and	 produce	 their	 own	
projects	in	response	to	the	content	of	the	course.	
 

Seminar plan: This	 seminar	 will	 be	 divided	 into	 two	 main	 parts: First, building	 an	
understanding	of	the competing discourses of peace	and	conflict and a critical investigation	
of	present-day	peace	and	conflict	terms,	concepts	and	policies	and	of	the	role	of	capitalism	as	a	
system	of	production	and	neo-colonialism	as	a	form	of	economic	restructuring	and	governing	
within	the	context	of	conflict	and	civil	war.	This	part	will	take	approximately	six	of	the	sixteen	
sessions	in	this	semester.	
In	the	second	part, we have	ten	sessions	to	concentrate	on	experiences	of	conflict	and	war	in	
Nigeria,	the	DRC	and	South	Africa,	and	try	to	understand	them	on	the	basis	of	our	readings	and	
discussions	in	the	first	part.	Here,	we	will	also	try	to	find	answers	to	the	question	of	why	Gabon	
has	 been	 named	 an	 “island	 of	 peace	 in	 the	 Central	 African	 region”	 and	 what	 exactly	 the	
parameters	of	‘peace’	within	this	discourse	are.	
 

 

Requirements: Reading notes, short presentation (10-15 minutes), and for those who plan 
to obtain the full credits, a term paper/ term project 
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