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Mendez, Fernando, Mendez, Mario and  and 9DVL�
OLNL��7ULJD.  5HIHUHQGXPV�DQG�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ��$�
&RPSDUDWLYH� ,QTXLU\. Cambridge: Cambridge Univer-
sity Press, 2014.

7KH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�WKH�SXEOLF¶V�UROH�DQG�LQÀXHQFH�RYHU�
(XURSHDQ�LQWHJUDWLRQ�KDV�WDNHQ�RQ�LQFUHDVLQJ�LPSRU-
tance since the Danish rejection of the Treaty of Maas-
WULFKW�DQG�HQG�RI�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�³SHUPLVVLYH�FRQVHQVXV´�
in the early 1990s. Perhaps the most direct and sig-
QL¿FDQW� IRUP�RI�SXEOLF� LQÀXHQFH�DUH� UHIHUHQGXPV��DV�
demonstrated by the French and Dutch rejections of 
the proposed European Constitution that effectively 
ended that proposed reform. The authors offer an in-
VLJKWIXO� DQDO\VLV� RI� (8� UHIHUHQGXPV�� VHHNLQJ� WR� H[-
plain the motivations behind and implications of these 
instruments and to examine potential alternatives to 
WKH�VWDWXV�TXR�WKDW�PLJKW�UHWDLQ�WKH�EHQH¿WV�RI�WKH�UHI-
erendum as an instrument of democratic accountabil-
ity while better ensuring the stability of the EU. 

The authors employ comparative institutional 
DQDO\VLV�� PRUH� VSHFL¿FDOO\�� FRPSDULQJ� LQVWLWXWLRQDO�
IUDPHZRUNV�IRU�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�UHIRUP�DFURVV�D�QXPEHU�
of countries. Their methodology is largely qualitative, 
IRFXVHG� RQ� HVWDEOLVKLQJ� D� FRQFHSWXDO� IUDPHZRUN� IRU�
distinguishing between different types of referendums 
and conducting a well-researched historical analysis 
of how and when such referendums have been em-
ployed in different settings. The text is rich with both 
descriptive and prescriptive analysis (the latter draw-
ing on relevant areas of political theory), but does not 
RIIHU�DQ\�FDXVDO�DQDO\VLV��7KH�DXWKRUV�PDNH�FOHDU�WKHLU�
intentions to bridge the research conducted on refer-
HQGXPV� E\� SROLWLFDO� VFLHQWLVWV�ZLWK� WKH�ZRUN� RI� OHJDO�
VFKRODUV�RQ� IRUPDO� LQVWLWXWLRQDO�SURFHGXUHV��DOWKRXJK�
the result should be interesting to anyone interested 
in questions about how democracy currently functions 
and may evolve in a system as complex as the Euro-
pean Union. 

7KH�¿UVW�FKDSWHU�EHJLQV�E\�VXPPDUL]LQJ� WKH� WKH-
oretical arguments in favor of and opposed to direct 
democracy and moves on to review the research on 
referendums in the European Union. Drawing on the 
legal literature, the authors establish a guiding typol-
ogy of three different types of EU referendums: mem-
EHUVKLS� UHIHUHQGXPV�� ZKLFK� GH¿QH� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS�
EHWZHHQ� D� SROLWLFDO� XQLW� DQG� WKH� (8�� SROLF\� UHIHUHQ-
dums that determine a course of action of a political 
XQLW�RQ�D�VSHFL¿F�SROLF\�DUHD�ZLWKLQ�WKH�(8��DQG�WUHD-
W\�UDWL¿FDWLRQ�UHIHUHQGXPV�KHOG� LQ�DGYDQFH�RI�DQ�(8�
member state ratifying a proposed amending treaty. 
The second chapter analyzes the constitutional pro-
visions for actions toward the EU within all of the in-
dividual member states. This analysis suggests that, 

in most European democracies, referendums are not 
constitutionally-mandated and are historically rare oc-
currences, but that the prospect of EU membership 
and continued European integration (through treaty 
revisions) has generated increasing political demands 
for the use of the referendum mechanism.  

The third chapter applies insights from the politi-
cal science research to better understand the circum-
stances surrounding the use of EU referendums. The 
authors begin by identifying three possible motives 
for political elites to commit to holding an EU refer-
HQGXP��¿UVW��UHIHUHQGXPV�PD\�EH�KHOG�GXH�WR�FRQVWL-
tutional mandate, in which case the elites have little 
FKRLFH��VHFRQG��HOLWHV�PD\�EH�SUHVVXUHG�E\�LQWHUQDO�RU�
external forces (such as membership referendums in 
neighboring candidate countries) to secure the legiti-
PDF\�RI�D�SDUWLFXODU�FRXUVH�RI�DFWLRQ�WRZDUG�WKH�(8��
third, governing elites may use a referendum strategi-
FDOO\�WR�VKRUH�XS�WKHLU�RZQ�SROLWLFDO�VXSSRUW��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�
to elite motivations, the degree of inter-party consen-
sus on the EU and public attitudes about both the EU 
DQG� WKH�QDWLRQDO�JRYHUQPHQW�PD\�DOVR� LQÀXHQFH� WKH�
OLNHO\�XVH�DQG�RXWFRPHV�RI�(8�UHIHUHQGXPV��7R�SDUVH�
RXW�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�WKHVH�GLIIHUHQW�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV��WKH�
authors examine 42 referendums on the EU from the 
ODVW� KDOI� FHQWXU\��7KH�PRVW� QRWDEOH� ¿QGLQJV� DUH� WKDW�
nearly three-quarters of EU referendums are motivat-
ed by political pressure or strategic calculations and 
QRW�D�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�PDQGDWH��WKH�GHJUHH�RI�LQWHU�SDUW\�
consensus (measured using content analysis of party 
statements) is much lower with the politically-moti-
vated referendums than those held by constitutional 
PDQGDWH��DQG�HOLWHV�DSSHDU�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�KROG�SRZHU�
reinforcing referendums when public support for the 
EU is higher. 

The second part of the text shifts to a discussion 
of the implications of these referendums for the po-
OLWLFDO�VWDELOLW\�RI�WKH�(8��7KH�IRXUWK�DQG�¿IWK�FKDSWHUV�
consider the problem inherent to multi-level political 
systems of balancing constitutional safeguards for the 
territorial division of powers with the need for institu-
WLRQDO�ÀH[LELOLW\�WR�DGGUHVV�QHZ�DQG�FKDQJLQJ�FLUFXP-
stances. Most of the fourth chapter discusses how the 
EU has struggled with achieving such a balance, while 
WKH�¿IWK�FKDSWHU�H[DPLQHV�KLVWRULFDO�LQVWDQFHV�LQ�ZKLFK�
six other multi-level systems (the United States, Swit-
zerland, Canada, Australia and Germany) have had 
to reconcile these competing demands. Based on the 
comparative analysis, the authors conclude that failed 
referendums are not uncommon in multi-level systems 
DQG�WKDW�SROLWLFDO�HOLWHV�RIWHQ�VHHN�WR�FLUFXPYHQW�GLUHFW�
democracy (such as through a high court) in order to 
institute constitutional change. As the possible and ac-
tual use of EU referendums has increased, European 

leaders have also had to develop creative solutions for 
bypassing the referendum process to approve needed 
WUHDW\�DPHQGPHQWV��WKH�(XURSHDQ�)LQDQFLDO�6WDELOL]D-
tion Mechanism (EFSM), for instance, was created 
DV�SDUW�RI�DQ� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� WUHDW\�RXWVLGH�RI� WKH�(8¶V�
OHJDO� IUDPHZRUN�HYHQ� WKRXJK� WKH�(8� LQVWLWXWLRQV�DUH�
WDVNHG�ZLWK�DGPLQLVWHULQJ�WKH�SROLF\��7ZR�LVVXHV�VWDQG�
out within this discussion: extraterritorial referendums 
(those in which the effects of a vote are not just limited 
to the country holding the referendum) may impede 
progress desired by much of the EU and efforts to 
ZRUN�DURXQG�WKH�UHIHUHQGXP�LQVWUXPHQW�GLPLQLVK� WKH�
GHPRFUDWLF�TXDOLW\�RI�(8�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ��

The last chapter considers a number of propos-
als to address these issues: eliminating EU referen-
GXPV� DOWRJHWKHU�� LQVWLWXWLQJ� D� SDQ�(8� UHIHUHQGXP��
UHSODFLQJ�WKH�FXUUHQW�GRXEOH�XQDQLPLW\�ORFN��UHTXLULQJ�
XQDQLPRXV�VXSSRUW�DW�WKH�(8�OHYHO�DQG�UDWL¿FDWLRQ�E\�
DOO� (8�PHPEHUV��ZLWK� D� VXSHU�PDMRULW\� UHTXLUHPHQW��
and allowing for enhanced cooperation on constitu-
tional matters. The authors ultimately conclude that 
enhanced cooperation may be the only politically and 
legally-viable solution that allows the EU to move 
ahead without damaging the democratic process. The 
authors provide a comprehensive understanding of 
both the theoretical and the actual implications of EU 
referendums. The text ultimately contributes more to 
the legal discussion surrounding these referendums, 
although the third chapter develops a useful frame-
ZRUN� IRU�SROLWLFDO�VFLHQWLVWV� WR�VWXG\� WKH�XVH�RI� WKHVH�
instruments in the future. 

Nick Clark
Susquehanna University

Hartlapp, Miriam, Metz, Julia and Rauh, Christian. 
:KLFK�3ROLF\� IRU�(XURSH"�3RZHU�DQG�&RQÀLFW� LQVLGH�
WKH�(XURSHDQ�&RPPLVVLRQ. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 2014.

Despite its complex institutional structure and 
heterogeneous composition, the European Commis-
sion usually manages to create a public perception of 
³VSHDNLQJ�ZLWK�RQH�YRLFH´��7KLV�ERRN�DGGV�WR�WKH�JURZ-
LQJ� OLWHUDWXUH� RQ� WKH� &RPPLVVLRQ¶V� LQWHUQDO� GLYLGLQJ�
lines and political dynamics by addressing two inter-
related questions: How are policy positions developed 
at the level of individual Commission Directorates-
*HQHUDO��'*V�"�$QG�KRZ�DUH�FRQÀLFWLQJ�'*�SRVLWLRQV�
coordinated and negotiated inside the Commission 
WR�DUULYH�DW�D�¿QDO� OHJLVODWLYH�SURSRVDO"�,Q�DQVZHULQJ�
WKHVH�TXHVWLRQV��WKH�ERRN�FRPSOHPHQWV�H[LVWLQJ�VWXG-
ies in two important respects: First, rather than study-

ing the individual characteristics and perceptions of 
WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ¶V�SHUVRQQHO��LW�WUDFHV�FRQFUHWH�SROLF\�
processes in order to explain the policy positions and 
the power of different DGs. Second, while in-depth 
process tracing is hardly feasible on a large-n scale, 
WKH�ERRN�PRYHV�EH\RQG�VLQJOH�RU�VPDOO�Q�FDVH�VWXGLHV�
by adopting a medium-n research design: overall, the 
ERRN�GUDZV�RQ�D�V\VWHPDWLF�DQDO\VLV�RI����(8�OHJLVOD-
tive proposals from two Commission terms (Prodi and 
%DUURVR�,��LQ�WKUHH�SROLF\�DUHDV��FRPPRQ�PDUNHW�DQG�
social policies, research and innovation policy, and 
consumer policy).  

7KH�¿UVW�SDUW�RI�WKH�ERRN��FKDSWHUV������LQWURGXFHV�
the research questions, develops the analytical frame-
ZRUN�DQG�MXVWL¿HV�UHVHDUFK�GHVLJQ�DQG�FDVH�VHOHFWLRQ��
7KH� DQDO\WLFDO� IUDPHZRUN� FRQVLVWV� RI� D� EURDG� VHW� RI�
H[SODQDWRU\� IDFWRUV��ZKLFK�DUH�H[SHFWHG� WR� LQÀXHQFH�
the policy position of individual DGs and their asser-
WLYHQHVV� YLV�j�YLV� RWKHU�'*V�� ,Q� WRWDO��PRUH� WKDQ� ���
potential explanatory factors are discussed – ranging 
from pre-existing EU law to features of internal coor-
dination (e.g. the role of lead departments in drafting 
OHJLVODWLRQ�� DQG� LQWHU�LQVWLWXWLRQDO� SROLF\�PDNLQJ� �H�J��
the anticipated position of the Council or the EP) to 
³DGGLWLRQDO� UHVRXUFHV�´� VXFK� DV� WKH� VXSSRUW� RI� RUJD-
nized interests or experts. The rationale why some 
factors are expected to matter mainly for the position 
formation of individual DGs, whereas others appear to 
play a major role in the interaction between different 
DGs is not always clear-cut, but generally, the ana-
O\WLFDO� IUDPHZRUN� RI� WKH� ERRN� FRQYLQFHV� E\� FDUHIXOO\�
theorizing and operationalizing a sophisticated set of 
potential explanations. Combined with the well justi-
¿HG� PHGLXP�Q� UHVHDUFK� GHVLJQ� DQG� FDVH� VHOHFWLRQ��
WKH�DQDO\WLFDO�IUDPHZRUN�VXLWV�WKH�DXWKRUV¶�DPELWLRQ�WR�
provide a comprehensive and balanced account of the 
&RPPLVVLRQ¶V� LQWHUQDO� G\QDPLFV� UDWKHU� WKDQ�H[�DQWH�
limiting themselves to a particular theoretical perspec-
tive.

The second, empirical part (chapters 4-10) starts 
ZLWK�D�KLVWRULFDO�RYHUYLHZ�RI�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ¶V�OHDGLQJ�
political and administrative personnel (i.e. Commis-
sioners and Directors-General) as well as the evolu-
tion of relevant DGs, before turning to the empirical 
core: the process-tracing analysis of 48 EU legislative 
SURSRVDOV��,Q�WKUHH�SROLF\�FKDSWHUV��WKH�LQWHUQDO�GHFL-
VLRQ�PDNLQJ�SURFHVV�LV�EULHÀ\�VXPPDUL]HG�IRU�HDFK�RI�
WKHVH�SURSRVDOV��NH\� LVVXHV�DQG� OLQHV�RI�FRQÀLFW�DUH�
HVWDEOLVKHG��IDFWRUV�GHWHUPLQLQJ�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�DQG�SRZ-
HU� RI� LQGLYLGXDO� '*V� DUH� LGHQWL¿HG� DQG� VXPPDUL]HG�
in standardized tables. While these chapters mainly 
serve to lay the ground for the comparative analysis, 
they will also be valuable for anyone interested in spe-
FL¿F� OHJLVODWLYH� SURSRVDOV� DQG�� PRUH� JHQHUDOO\�� WKH\�

Luis Krings
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provide an impressive panorama of the complexity 
DQG�GLYHUVLW\�RI� WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ¶V� LQWHUQDO�SROLF\�GH-
velopment. The remainder of the empirical part com-
plements the policy chapters and emphasizes three 
cross-cutting issues: expert groups, public opinion 
and internal coordination mechanisms. These chap-
WHUV� SDUWO\� DGGUHVV� VHSDUDWH� OLWHUDWXUHV�� LQ� SDUWLFXODU�
the chapter on public opinion provides an original, bal-
DQFHG�DFFRXQW�RI�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ¶V�VHOHFWLYH�UHVSRQ-
siveness to diffuse public demands and their mixed 
enabling and constraining effects.

7KH�¿QDO�SDUW�RI�WKH�ERRN��FKDSWHUV��������DJJUH-
JDWHV� WKH�HPSLULFDO�¿QGLQJV�DQG�JHQHUDOL]HV� WKHP�LQ�
two ways. First, the relative weight of factors explain-
ing the position and assertiveness of individual DGs 
is established. While the authors are cautious not to 
RYHUVWDWH� WKH� JHQHUDOL]DELOLW\� RI� WKHLU� ¿QGLQJV� JLYHQ�
their selection of policy areas and a certain bias to-
ZDUGV� LQVWDQFHV�RI� LQWHUQDO� FRQÀLFW�� WKH� FRPSDUDWLYH�
assessment of 48 cases supports numerous interest-
ing insights, e.g. regarding the pervasive importance 
of the legal status quo (and, accordingly, the Commis-
VLRQ¶V�VXVFHSWLELOLW\�WR�SDWK�GHSHQGHQW�SROLF\�PDNLQJ���
WKH�JUHDW�H[WHUQDO�LQÀXHQFHV�H[HUWHG�E\�RUJDQL]HG�LQ-
terests and experts on the position of individual DGs, 
or the structural advantages of the lead department 
DQG�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ¶V�KRUL]RQWDO�VHUYLFHV�LQ�FDVHV�RI�
LQWHUQDO�FRQÀLFW��6HFRQG��D� W\SRORJ\�RI� WKUHH�PRGHOV�
of Commission policy-position formation – character-
ized by technocratic problem-solving, competence-
VHHNLQJ�RU�SROLF\�VHHNLQJ�±�LV�LQWURGXFHG�DQG�WKH�UHOD-
tive prevalence of the different ideal types in practice 
is assessed. Technocratic problem-solving is found to 
GRPLQDWH�LQ�D�PDMRULW\�RI�FDVHV��FRPSHWHQFH�VHHNLQJ�
LV�PRVW�OLNHO\�LQ�FDVHV�RI�LQWHUQDO�FRQÀLFW��DQG�LGHRORJL-
FDOO\�PRWLYDWHG�SROLF\�VHHNLQJ��DOEHLW�EHLQJ�OHDVW�FRP-
PRQ��DOVR�RFFXUV�UHJXODUO\�LQ�FDVHV�RI�LQWHUQDO�FRQÀLFW��
The authors could have elaborated a bit further on 
how the typology was actually developed, but its over-
all plausibility as well as its usefulness as a heuristic 
tool and as a warning against one-sided depictions of 
the Commission are well demonstrated. 

,Q�VXP��WKLV�ERRN�EUHDNV�QHZ�JURXQG�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�
&RPPLVVLRQ¶V�LQWHUQDO�SROLF\�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�ZKLOH�LW�
does not convey any simple or simplistic message, it 
sets a high standard in terms of comprehensiveness 
and balance.  

Michael Blauberger
University of Salzburg 

Hay, Colin and Wincott, Daniel. The Political 
(FRQRP\�RI�(XURSHDQ�:HOIDUH�&DSLWDOLVP��6HULHV�RQ�
��VW�&HQWXU\�(XURSH��1HZ�<RUN��3DOJUDYH�0DFPLOODQ��
2012. 

Hay and Wincott address the development, evolu-
tion and potential future viability of European welfare 
systems. The authors provide a long-run historical 
context of social welfare systems of European nations, 
distinguish between broad approaches to welfare sys-
tems used in Europe and beyond, consider forces af-
fecting the welfare state including globalization, Euro-
SHDQ� LQWHJUDWLRQ�� DQG� WKH� JOREDO� ¿QDQFLDO� FULVLV�� DQG�
assess whether and the degree to which European 
welfare systems may converge in the face of these en-
dogenous and exogenous pressures. Based on solid 
IRXQGDWLRQV�RI�SROLWLFDO�HFRQRP\�DQG� LQ�GHSWK�NQRZO-
edge of European welfare systems, the authors use 
careful reasoning and logic to analyze a comprehen-
sive array of issues associated with the European so-
cial welfare systems.

7KH� ERRN� FRQVLVWV� RI� VHYHQ� FKDSWHUV�� LOOXVWUDWHG�
ZLWK�LQIRUPDWLYH�WDEOHV�DQG�¿JXUHV�WKDW�KHOS�VXEVWDQ-
WLDWH� WKH� DXWKRUV¶� DUJXPHQWV�� 7KH� DEVHQFH� RI� PDWK-
ematical formulations and detailed discussions about 
statistical techniques used enables access for a wide 
DXGLHQFH�� DOWKRXJK� WKH� DXWKRUV¶� LQWULFDWH� DUJXPHQWV�
PD\�DW�WLPHV�EH�GLI¿FXOW�WR�IROORZ�IRU�UHDGHUV�XQIDPLO-
iar with the complexities of European welfare capital-
ism. Nevertheless, the authors convincingly challenge 
several conventionally-held views and traditionally un-
questioned beliefs about European welfare capitalism, 
including its development, distinguishing attributes of 
alternative social welfare schemes, and where welfare 
states may be headed in the future.

By emphasizing the common historical context of 
Western European welfares states since the latter part 
of nineteenth century, the authors show in Chapter 1 
that social policies are deeply entrenched, have with-
VWRRG�SURIRXQG�FULVHV��DQG�DUH�XQOLNHO\�WR�EH�HOLPLQDW-
HG�LQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�FXUUHQW�HFRQRPLF�GLI¿FXOWLHV��7KH�KLV-
WRULFDO�SHUVSHFWLYH�DOVR�VHUYHV�WR�PDNH�D�IXQGDPHQWDO�
distinction between different welfare systems – those 
rooted in conservative efforts intended to pre-empt 
ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�XSKHDYDO�LQ�&HQWUDO�(XURSH��DQG�RWKHUV�
stemming from progressive efforts developed in North-
ern Europe. 

The authors discuss alternative approaches used 
by welfare states in Chapter 2, and show that Euro-
pean nations are clustered around alternative forms of 
ZHOIDUH�FDSLWDOLVP�±�DOEHLW�QRW�WLJKWO\�GH¿QHG�EXW�ZLWK�
YDULDWLRQV�DORQJ�VLPLODU�GLPHQVLRQV��,Q�FRQWUDVW�WR�FRQ-
ventional wisdom suggesting welfare systems will con-
verge into a more or less similar system, the authors 

show that alternative systems seem to have increas-
ingly mutually distinguishing characteristics. 

,Q� WKH� QH[W� FKDSWHU�� WKH� DXWKRUV� H[DPLQH� RI� WKH�
effects of globalization and European integration on 
welfare in additional detail. They persuasively argue 
that the effects of regional economic integration are 
more profound than those of broad-based globaliza-
tion in European nations, and that neither force has 
WKXV� IDU� OHG� WR� VLJQL¿FDQW�ZHOIDUH� UHWUHQFKPHQW��7KH�
DXWKRUV� FRJHQWO\�PDNH� WKH� FDVH� WKDW� UHODWLYHO\� JHQ-
erous welfare systems do not necessarily affect eco-
nomic performance and competitiveness in negative 
way, as long as economies base their competitiveness 
on quality rather than cost. 

,Q�&KDSWHUV����WKH�DXWKRUV�IXUWKHU�DQDO\]H�WKH�FRP-
patibility of welfare generosity and international com-
petitiveness. They argue that the welfare state can in 
fact enhance economic competitiveness in the pres-
ence of proper institutional arrangements, such as in-
WHUQDO�PDUNHW�ÀH[LELOLW\��D�IRFXV�RQ�SURGXFW�LQQRYDWLRQ��
a strong reliance on physical and human capital, and 
LQFOXVLYH� ODERU� PDUNHWV� WKDW� HQFRXUDJH� FRRSHUDWLRQ�
and trust.  

,Q�&KDSWHU����WKH�DXWKRUV�IXUWKHU�UHODWH�WKH�(XUR-
pean integration process to welfare capitalism, and ar-
gue that the absence of a comprehensive European-
level social policy does not necessarily mean that role 
of the welfare state will diminish. European integration 
has meant balancing shared social policy concerns 
across the continent with sovereign social policy is-
VXHV�DQG�DOVR�ZLWK�FRPSHWLWLYH�PDUNHW�IRUFHV��EXW�WKXV�
far there has not been a wholesale move away from 
VRFLDO� VROLGDULW\� DQG� WRZDUG� ³QHROLEHUDO´� SROLFLHV� WKDW�
PDLQO\�UHO\�RQ�PDUNHW�UXOHV��VRFLDO�H[SHQGLWXUH�UHGXF-
tions, deregulation, and privatization.

,Q�&KDSWHU���� WKH�DXWKRUV� IXUWKHU�H[SORUH� WKH�GH-
gree to which social welfare systems have converged 
in the face of external and internal forces. Contrary 
WR� FRQYHQWLRQDO� WKLQNLQJ�� WKH\� VKRZ� WKDW� WKHUH� ZHUH�
strong convergence patterns among European wel-
fare systems during a period of welfare expansion un-
til 1985, and divergence trends during the time when 
social programs contracted since then. 

7KH�¿QDO�FKDSWHU�SURYLGHV�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�RQ�WKH�LQ-
ÀXHQFH�RI�DXVWHULW\�PHDVXUHV�LQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�WKH�JOREDO�
¿QDQFLDO� FULVLV� RQ�(XURSHDQ�ZHOIDUH� VWDWHV��7KH� DX-
WKRUV�WDNH�D�GLVWLQFW�.H\QHVLDQ�DSSURDFK��E\�DUJXLQJ�
that maintaining the integrity of social welfare serves 
in part to stimulate aggregate demand, and that the 
ongoing economic crisis in Europe is largely due to a 
ODFN�RI�HFRQRPLF�JURZWK�DV�RSSRVHG�WR�D�GHEW�FULVLV�
per sé. 

Hay and Wincott provide a refreshing and major 
contribution to the literature on social welfare systems 

LQ�(XURSH��,Q�WKH�ERRN��WKH�DXWKRUV�DQDO\]H�(XURSHDQ�
welfare capitalism with open minds by questioning 
ORQJ�KHOG� DVVXPSWLRQV�� ,Q� D� EDODQFHG� DQDO\VLV� WKDW�
includes external forces including globalization and 
European economic integration, as well as internal 
forces such as national political processes and demo-
JUDSKLF� WUHQGV�� WKH� DXWKRUV� FDUHIXOO\�PDNH� WKH� FDVH�
WKDW�ZHOIDUH�VWDWHV�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�VXUYLYH��EXW�LQ�FKDQJHG�
and perhaps less generous form. 

Evert Van der Sluis
6RXWK�'DNRWD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\

Young, Alasdair R. and Peterson, John. Parochial 
*OREDO� (XURSH�� ��VW� &HQWXU\� 7UDGH� 3ROLWLFV. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2014.

7KLV�ERRN�KHOSV�¿OO�DQ�VLJQL¿FDQW�JDS�LQ�WKH�OLWHUD-
WXUH�RQ� WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ¶V�H[WHUQDO� UHODWLRQV��GH-
spite the importance of EU trade policy to the Union 
itself and to the world it is still under-researched and 
only partially understood. Young and Peterson provide 
a comprehensive overview of current EU trade policy 
EDVHG�RQ�D�WKHRUHWLFDO�IUDPHZRUN�ZKLFK�LV�LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�
PDLQVWUHDP�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�3ROLWLFDO�(FRQRP\�DQG�EXLOGV�
on two-level game and principal-agent approaches. 
They argue that EU trade policy is in fact composed 
of multiple policies. Each of these policies presents a 
distinctive constellation of (1) mobilized societal pref-
HUHQFHV�UHÀHFWLQJ�WKH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�DQWLFLSDWHG�FRVWV�
DQG�EHQH¿WV�� ����SDWWHUQV�RI�SROLWLFDO� LQVWLWXWLRQV�ZLWK�
VSHFL¿F�GHJUHHV�RI�GHOHJDWLRQ�DQG�GHFLVLRQ�UXOHV������
JRYHUQPHQW� SUHIHUHQFHV� �HFRQRPLF� ZHOIDUH�� PDUNHW�
failure, foreign policy), and (4) balances of power in 
the international bargaining context. According to the 
authors, the interaction between these four factors 
generates different trade policy sub-systems and helps 
explain the objectives and achievements of EU trade 
SROLF\��7KH� IUDPHZRUN�RI�DQDO\VLV�VHW�RXW� LQ�&KDSWHU�
2 thus draws on the existing literature but also elabo-
rates further on certain aspects, for instance by distin-
guishing whether trade policy is reciprocal and trade 
UHODWLRQV�DUH�V\PPHWULF�RU�QRW�� ,W� LQWHJUDWHV�VRFLHWDO��
state and systemic factors of explanation and puts 
forward a few hypotheses about how different types 
of policy sub-systems explain the extent to which EU 
trade policy responds to societal pressures. Hence, 
WKH�DXWKRUV�GLVFXVV�WKH�IDFWRUV�VKDSLQJ�WKH�(8¶V�ZLQ�
set in various settings but not the negotiation strate-
gies that agents such as the European Commission 
can use in two-level trade games. 

Chapter 3 outlines the development of EU trade 
policy and the emergence of a more proactive trade 
strategy since the mid-1990s. Chapter 4 introduces 
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NEW—2ND EDITION!

Europe Recast: A History of European Union
DESMOND DINAN

“A fascinating account that is not dull and dry, but rather full of idealism, bureaucratic
intrigue, personalities and political entrepreneurs, ideological struggles, and fluctuating 
international complexities and environments.”—Peter H. Loedel, EUSA Review •  pb $27.50

NEW—4TH EDITION!

The European Union: 
Readings on the Theory and Practice of European Integration
BRENT F. NELSEN AND ALEXANDER STUBB, EDITORS

“In a little over three hundred and fifty pages, The European Union manages to provide 
a thoughtful grounding in the political and theoretical works that continue to dominate
the study of European integration.”—Paul Riseborough, Journal of European Affairs •  pb $27.50

OTHER RECENT BESTSELLERS .  .  .

Celebrating 30  Years  of  Independent Publishing
1800 30T H S T R E E T ,  S U I T E 314  • BO U L D E R ,  CO 80301   • TE L :  303-444-6684  • www.r ienner .com

EU Security Policy: 
What It Is, How It Works, Why It Matters
MICHAEL MERLINGEN

“[This] book offers an overdue primer.… After
reading [it], some clarity emerges.… This is 
a good book and deserves use in many courses on
Europe, security, and international organizations.”
—Choice •  hc $62  •  pb $25

Politics in Contemporary Portugal: 
Democracy Evolving
JOSÉ M. MAGONE

“A must read for anybody interested in modern
Portugal. Magone analyzes virtually all the topics 
relevant to an understanding of the country’s 
contemporary successes and challenges.”
—Thomas Bruneau, Naval Postgraduate School  •  hc $69.95

Innovative Governance 
in the European Union: 
The Politics of Multilevel Policymaking
INGEBORG TÖMMEL AND AMY VERDUN, EDITORS

“This coherent volume … is both [detailed] and analytical
enough to help students as well as specialists find their way
into a complex area.”—Sophie Jacquot, EUSA Review

hc $68.50  •  pb $26.50  •  Studies on the European Polity

4TH EDITION

Ever Closer Union: 
An Introduction to European Integration 
DESMOND DINAN

“An essential foundation text for the study of the 
politics of the European Union.… belongs on every

student’s shelf.”—Cambridge Review of 
International Affairs •  pb $28.50

Jean Monnet: Unconventional Statesman
SHERRILL BROWN WELLS

“Assessing the life and work of a man who never
held elective office but whose ideas and salesman-
ship were at the core of European unification,
[Wells] provides guidance about how Europe has

come this far, but may go no further as a single entity.”
—Michael D. Mossettig, European Affairs •  pb $27.50

Russia vs. the EU: 
The Competition for Influence in Post-Soviet States
JAKOB TOLSTRUP

“Extremely impressive.… Provides a nuanced view of the
important role that external actors have played in promoting
both democracy and autocracy.”—Thomas Ambrosio, North Dakota

State University  •  hc $75  •  A FirstForumPress Book

Congratulations to EUSA 
Prize Winners!

EUSA Award for Lifetime Achievement in European Studies
James Caporaso

Best EUSA Conference Paper 2013
Dan Kelemen and Terence Teo

³/DZ�DQG�WKH�(XUR]RQH�&ULVLV��/DZ��)RFDO�3RLQWV�DQG�)LVFDO�'LVFLSOLQH�´

Honorable Mention
  Mert Kartal ³$FFRXQWLQJ�IRU�WKH�%DG�$SSOHV��7KH�(8¶V�,PSDFW�RQ�1DWLRQDO�&RUUXSWLRQ�

%HIRUH�DQG�$IWHU�$FFHVVLRQ�´

Best Dissertation 2013-2014
Phillip Mansour Ayoub 

:KHQ�6WDWHV�µ&RPH�2XW¶��7KH�3ROLWLFV�RI�9LVLELOLW\�DQG�WKH�'LIIXVLRQ�RI�
6H[XDO�0LQRULW\�5LJKWV�LQ�(XURSH. Cornell, 2013

Best Book 2013-2014
Clifford Carruba and Matthew Gabel

,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&RXUWV�DQG�WKH�3HUIRUPDQFH�RI�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�$JUHHPHQWV��
$�*HQHUDO�7KHRU\�ZLWK�(YLGHQFH�IURP�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ��

Cambridge University Press, 2014.

Ernst Haas Fellowship 2015
Alice Ciciora �8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD��%HUNHOH\�

Martijn Mos (Cornell University)


