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The state elections in Schleswig-Holstein 2017
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Ein astheltrag als Teil eins unseres Erstwihlerlexikons.



Berit can vote, Birte can't
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Political Socialization

“learning of social patterns corresponding to his societal
position as mediated through various agencies of society.”
(Hyman 1959, 25)

Political interest
Party identification
Duty to vote
Habitual voting
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socializing agents

Parents

Friends

Teachers

Media
Parties/politicians
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Political Socialization

Political Socialization is a context-dependent long-term process, but
the “impressionable years” (Kinder 2006; Highton and Wolfinger
2001; Strate et al. 1989; Jennings 1979) are particularly important.

Roughly from ages to 17 to 24 (Jennings and Niemi 1981)



Political Socialization

2012 Partisan Identification
By president in office when voter turned 18
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Eligibility

What is the role of eligibility (“coming of voting age”) in
political socialization?

1.

Parents increasingly talk about electoral and political issues if
their children are eligible to vote

. Teachers focus more on elections and politics in classes when

pupils are eligible to vote

First-time eligible citizens are specifically targeted by parties
Young people inform themselves more and develop a greater
interest because they are allowed to take part in decisions



Targeting of “Erstwahler*innen”

337, Biindnis 90/Die Griinen Freiburg
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Heute haben zahlreiche Freiburger Eltern von uns einen Brief erhalten, der
an ihre kleinen Kinder adressiert ist, in dem diese als vermeintliche
Erstwahlerinnen und Erstwahler angesprochen werden. Zurecht erreichen
uns im Moment viele Emails und Anrufe irritierter und verargerter
Birgerinnen und Barger. Grund fiir dieses Versehen ist ein falscher
Datensatz, den uns die Stadt Freiburg zur Verflgung gestellt hat.
Hintergrund: Zur Europa- und Kommunalwah! wollen wir mit
Erstwahlerinnen und Erstwahler ins Gesprach kommen. Denn es ist die
junge Generation, die am starksten von politischen Entscheidungen
betroffen sein wird. Deswegen wollten wir allen Freiburger Erstwahlerinnen
und Erstwahlern einen Brief schreiben mit einem Aufruf, wahlen zu gehen,
und mit der Einladung, uns im Rahmen verschiedener
Veranstaltungsformate Fragen zu stellen. Die Gemeinden kénnen
politischen Parteien im Vorfeld von Wahlen fir solche Zwecke Daten der
Erstwahlerinnen und Erstwahler zur Verflgung stellen, die
selbstverstandlich einem strikien Datenschutz unterliegen und im
Anschluss an das Schreiben wieder geldscht werden. Leider war der
Datensatz, den die Stadt Freiburg uns zur Verfigung gestellt hat, falsch,
sodass anscheinend alle seit der letzten Wahl geborenen Kleinkinder
angeschrieben wurden. Das unterlag nicht unserer Kontrolle und war ganz
sicher nicht unsere Absicht. Auch wenn es nicht unser Fehler war,
entschuldigen wir uns hiermit aufrichtig bei allen irritierten Eltern. Wir
erwarten von der Stadt Freiburg, dass sie alle Betroffenen anschreibt und
sich entschuldigt.
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Expectations

1. Electoral eligibility has a positive influence on political
socialization outcomes such as political interest, efficacy or
partisanship

2. Electoral eligibility has a positive influence on election-specific
attitudes and behavior such as interest in the campaign,
political conversations or VAA usage



Data

1st wave 2nd wave 3rd wave
Election State Federal Municipal
Election day 7 May 2017 24 Septem- 6 May 2018
ber 2017
Voting age 16 18 16
Target population 22 133 3414 3414
Field time 8 May 2017 25 Septem- 7 Mai 2018 -
- ber 2017 - 24 May 2018
6 June 2017 22 October
2017
Invitation via Mail E-Mail / E-Mail /
SMS SMS
Participants 3897 1900 1529
(18.4%) (55.7%) (44.8%)




Regression Discontinuity Design

> Regulations regarding the voting age set a strict cut-off date
(c) for electoral eligibility, before which citizens have to be born
in order to be allowed to vote.

» Eligibility is a binary treatment (D;) that is completely
dependent on a respondets birth date (b;)
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Regression Discontinuity Design

yi = Po+7D; + fi(c — b)) + B2D; x (¢ — b;) + €

Political converstations (Family)
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Results: Political socialization outcomes

Political and Campaign Interest

Political Efficacy
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Results: Election-specific outcomes

Interest in the campaign Political Conversations (Family)
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In lieu

of a conclusion

Electoral eligibility seems to have a positive influence on
election-specific outcomes such as the search for information,
but does not affect classical political socialization outcomes.
Eligibility might not be a determinant of, but merely a trigger
for previously “learned” predispositions.

Voting at 16: Comparisons with eligible and non-eligible
citizens are problematic because eligibility has at least some
effect on political information searches.



In lieu of a conclusion

» Self-selection (18.4% response rate) implies very interested
(eligible and uneligible) respondents
» Cut-off de facto not as strict at it is de jure
» Young citizens may wrongly think that they are eligible

» Young citizens missing the deadline by only a few days might
still take an interest



In lieu of a conclusion

> Investigate long-term effects: does elgibility in state election
affect

» outcomes measured after federal election in September 2017 (4
months later, none eligible)

» outcomes measured after municipal election sin May 2018 (year
later, all eligible)

» We will conduct a similar survey after the state elections in
Brandenburg and Sachsen on 1 September 2019

» What items should we include?
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