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Abstract

Since the early 1990s, the EU has increasingly institutionalized LGBTI rights and, more re-
cently, started to use them as a symbol for its self-proclaimed liberal and progressive iden-
tity. Therefore, LGBTI rights seem to have reached a “tipping point” as a norm for the EU
in the past few years. However, while LGBTI rights are, in certain areas, used to demon-
strate modernity, exceptionalism and, therefore, the superiority of the EU in relation to its
“others”, the internal debate shows a less consistent picture: Several policy pieces con-
cerning member states or EU institutions were adopted surprisingly late or are still
blocked, and in the European Parliament, anti-LGBTI and anti-gender rhetoric are on the

rise again.

This presentation sheds light on this development, combining a genealogical analysis with
the analysis of current discursive struggles around LGBTI rights within and across EU insti-
tutions. It argues that the rise of LGBTI rights has been closely intertwined with the search
for a common European identity, shared values, and attempts to strengthen solidarity in
time — which has become even more salient today, as right-wing, nationalist, and Euro-
sceptic movements increasingly challenge the EU’s legitimacy.

Dr. Laura Eigenmann is a postdoctoral researcher at Freie Universitat Berlin, Institute of
Sociology, in the Research Unit Gender Studies led by
Einstein Professor Kathrin Zippel, Ph.D. Dr Eigenmann
holds a Ph.D. in Gender Studies from the University of
Basel, Switzerland. Before joining FU, she was a lec-
turer and coordinator for the Gender Studies program
in Basel and was a visiting researcher at King’s College
London, the School for Advanced Legal Studies in Lon-
don, and at Temple University in Philadelphia. Her re-
search interests include critical policy analysis, nation-
al and EU identity discourses, LGBTI activism,
homonationalism, and queer history. In her PhD pro-
ject, she investigated the EU’s LGBTI policy develop-
ment, asking why and how LGBTI rights came to be
seen as a “core value” of the EU and a symbol for its
self-proclaimed liberal and progressive identity.
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