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Call for Applications: PhD position (Deadline: May 31, 2023) 

Berlin Graduate School for Global and Transregional Studies (BGTS) -  
Research Assistant (m/f/d) of BGTS for Junior Research Group "Comparative Survey" 
 

The Junior Research Group “Comparative Survey” develops, implements and analyses the comparative public 
opinion survey “Public Attitudes towards the liberal script” (PALS). The goal of PALS is first and foremost to 
measure citizen attitudes in different countries around the globe towards what we call the liberal script. In a 
first wave, the survey has been conducted in 26 countries with over 50,000 respondents in 2021/22. A second 
wave was conducted in 2022/23 adding four new countries and revisiting several of the countries of Wave 1. 
For more information on the survey, please contact Dr. Heiko Giebler (h.giebler@fu-berlin.de). 

 

The Berlin Graduate School for Global and Transregional Studies (BGTS) is the full-time PhD programme of the 
Cluster of Excellence “Contestations of the Liberal Script” (SCRIPTS). The BGTS offers a rigorous and dynamic 
English-language PhD programme for exceptionally talented and motivated graduate students in the field of 
global and transregional studies, bringing together a broad spectrum of disciplines and methodological 
approaches. 

 

The successful applicant will become a full-time member of BGTS while also being integrated into the Junior 
Research Group. 

 

Job Description 
 

The candidate is expected to participate in the analysis of an opinion survey conducted in more than 25 
countries (Public Attitudes towards the Liberal Script, PALS). Candidates should have expertise in (survey) data 
analysis, quantitative methods and explain in their proposal what specific research question they intend to 
pursue with the survey. While additional data may be used in the thesis, the survey data should play a key role 
in answering the candidate’s research question. 

For more information on the survey, please see the website of the responsible Junior Research Group at: 
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/research/junior-research-groups/mixed-methods/index.html. The successful 
candidate will have ample opportunity to work and cooperate with other researchers working on similar topics 
and with PALS data. 

 

The position is funded for three years, starting from September 1, 2023. Enumeration is according to 65% 
Entgeltgruppe 13 TV-L (ca. 1.800 €/mo. net).  
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Requirements: 
 

• Master’s degree, qualifying for PhD studies in the social sciences 

• expertise in (survey) data analysis & quantitative methods 

 

Additional documents: 

• proof of C1-level English language skills or the equivalent 

• most recent CV 

• letter of motivation (600 words maximum) 

• research proposal (max. three pages) including ideas on how the survey data is supposed to be used 

• name and contact information of two scholars who can be contacted and who are willing to provide 
information about the candidate 

 

How to apply 
 

Applications should be sent by e-mail, together with significant documents, indicating the reference code 
SCRIPTS_BGTS_Survey_2023, in PDF format (preferably as one document) to Prof. Dr. Jürgen Gerhards: 
birt@scripts-berlin.eu. 

 

For further information, please contact Dr. Matthias Hahn (birt@scripts-berlin.eu/ 03083853735). 
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